
Children Are the Future: 

Analyzing Youth in Philip K. Dick’s “The Android and the Human” and Do Androids Dream of 

Electric Sheep? 

In his essay “The Android and the Human,” Philip K. Dick writes about youth as the 

faces of an “emerging world” in an optimistic future. He does not mention children, or at least 

organic children, anywhere in his novel Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep? Given that Dick 

believes that children signify hope, his exclusion of them as characters suggests an absolute 

absence of hope for the future of the “dying bird” — that is, humanity (“The Android and the 

Human”). Through the socially-sterile J.R. Isidore and the electric sheep owning Rick Deckard, 

Dick poses a terrifying alternative future in the absence of natural human successors. 

While children never appear as characters in the novel, reproduction itself is only 

mentioned to address its strict requirements and harsh restrictions. Earthly residents must pass 

both a genetic and intelligence test in order to be permitted to procreate. J.R. Isidore has been 

branded a chickenhead for failing the IQ test and therefore he cannot procreate, despite his caring 

and empathetic nature. Isidore is “a credit to [his] race” and exhibits fatherlike qualities towards 

all forms of life he encounters (151). As Isidore cannot reproduce into the next generation, Dick 

suggests that the chickenhead’s human qualities will neither “prevail” in the future (“The 

Android and the Human”). Empathy will have lost against intelligence through natural selection, 

 



as the Isidores of the population will become less and less: “empathy, evidently, existed only 

within the human community, whereas intelligence to some degree could be found throughout 

every phylum and order including the arachnida” (29). With the emphasis on intellect, the next 

generation will become more android — and thus less exclusively human. The restriction on 

reproduction, although intended for genetic purity, actually decreases the probability for the 

survival of human nature and its empathy. 

Against a future of “phone freaks” who act as plugged instruments of obedience and 

predictability, Dick praises youth as humanity’s salvation. In “The Android and the Human,” 

Dick commends the next generation for upholding imperviousness, authenticity, and civil 

disobedience by “doing [their] thing.” He argues that the future of human nature depends on 

rebelliousness, even unconscious rebelliousness. As Dick describes it, the stubbornness and 

selfishness of youth prompts the new generation to refuse to be “reduce[d]... to instruments” — 

which previous generations have fallen victim to. This new generation of rebellious free- 

thinking individuals, as Dick entails, is our greatest hope for a “collective tomorrow.” Through 

these adolescent minds, we can identify and maintain “what is human about us” (“The Android 

and the Human”). Again, Dick’s exclusion of this type of youth in his novel suggests that human 

nature will not be revived in the novel’s future. 

Given the importance of children as beacons of hope and salvation for the deteriorating 

human race, destiny is also by extension rested onto those who are permitted to have children, 

which includes our protagonist Rick and his wife Iran. Despite the lack of children, the novel’s 

society upholds very strict and socially-perpetuating values on the importance of caring for 

animal life. The society associates animals as a part of our human nature, just as Dick associates 

   



youth itself as. Animals are the characters’ offspring — a reminder of and faith in their own 

humanity. An electric animal, like the sheep Rick and Iran have, imply a lack of humanity. 

Nonetheless, their electric sheep are in place of the protagonist couple’s children, just as Rachel 

is to the Rosen Association; they tend to it and care about it “as if it lived” (40). Although Dick 

writes that machines attempting to deceive as human specimens are the gravest threat to 

humanity, the electric sheep are the only beings that Rick and Iran have to pass on to the future. 

Without any organic children to see to the future, the two, according to Dick, do not have 

newfound hope for nor experience any revival in their humanity. 

Dick’s novel Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep? rejects any prospects of an 

optimistic future by excluding human children, which according to his essay “The Android and 

the Human” are mankind’s hope for tomorrow. The novel’s ending suggests no hope. Rick is 

“devoted” like a father to his electric frog; the protagonists’ legacy will be electric (224). The 

future, if there will be any, will not be natural; the next generation, if there is any, will not be 

human — at least not in spirit. Given that androids are created by man and “can’t bear children,” 

this next electric generation will soon break down and left to be “recycled along with the 

aluminum beer cans and Coca Cola bottles as fragments of the urban pollution problem” (ES 

177, “The Android and the Human”). Nothing will be left but kipple. 
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